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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 15, 16, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fraki et al (hereinafter Fraki) (US 2002/0161666 A1 ) in view of 
Lehikoinen et al (hereinafter Lehikoinen) (US - 6,847,823 B2). 

Regarding claims 1, and 16, Fraki discloses a method, and an 
arrangement of retrieving a data item to a mobile device carried by a first user 
visiting a real-world space, the data item being available from a service system to 
mobile devices of users visiting the space; the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) seeking to retrieve the data item to the first user's mobile device by 
transfer from another mobile device in said space (paragraph 0020); 

Lehikoinen discloses a system and method for accessing local services 
with a mobile terminal. Lehikoinen discloses in the event that is unsuccessful, 
retrieving the data item to the first user's mobile device by transfer from the 
service system (col. 7, lines 1-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to improve the method of retrieving the data item by having 
an alternative options to retrieve data if the first option fails. 
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Regarding claims 15, and 30, Fraki and Lehikoinen disclose a method, 
and an arrangement according to claims 1, and 16 as described above, except 
for a transfer effected in step (a) is effected using a communications mechanism 
that is different to that used for a transfer effected in step (b). It is however 
obvious to one skill in the art that the communications mechanism between step 
(a) and (b) is different. 

3. Claims 2-7, 13, 17-22, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Fraki in view of Lehikoinen, and in further view of 
Kabala (US -6,539,393 B1). 

Regarding claims 2, and 17, Fraki and Lehikoinen both disclose a 
method, and an arrangement according to claims 1, and 16 as described above, 
except for the data item is associated with a location in said space, step (a) being 
initiated as the user approaches or is at that location and including carrying out 
an enquiry limited to mobile devices that are, or are likely to be, near the first 
user or said location, to identify a mobile device, if any, holding the data item. 

In a similar endeavor, Kabala discloses a portable locator system. Kabala 
further discloses for the data item is associated with a location in said space, 
step (a) being initiated as the user approaches or is at that location and including 
carrying out an enquiry limited to mobile devices that are, or are likely to be, near 
the first user or said location, to identify a mobile device, if any, holding the data 
item (abstract, fig. 1 , and its descriptions). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a step of retrieving data item based on a location 
so that only interest or related information is transmitted to the user. 

Regarding claims 3, and 18, Fraki, Lehikoinen, and Kabala disclose a 
method, and an arrangement according to claims 2, and 17 as described above. 
Fraki discloses wherein said enquiry is limited to mobile devices near the mobile 
device of the first user by having that device make the enquiry by using a short- 
range communications means to ask other mobile devices if they have the data 
item (paragraph 0020). 

Regarding claims 4, and 19, Fraki, Lehikoinen, and Kabala disclose a 
method, and an arrangement according to claims 2, and 17 as described above. 
Fraki discloses wherein said enquiry is limited to mobile devices near the mobile 
device of the first user or near the location associated with the data item, by 
monitoring the locations of the mobile devices in said space (paragraph 0020). 

Regarding claims 5, and 20, Fraki, Lehikoinen, and Kabala disclose a 
method, and an arrangement according to claims 2, and 17 as described above. 
Fraki discloses wherein said enquiry is limited to mobile devices likely to be near 
the mobile device of the first user by pre-defining a set of mobile devices which 
are associated with users belonging to the same visit group (paragraph 0076, 
i.e., both users are detected in the same vicinity and agreed to make 
communications). 

Regarding claims 6, and 21, Fraki, Lehikoinen, and Kabala disclose a 
method, and an arrangement according to claims 2, and 17 as described above. 
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Fraki also discloses in step (a) said enquiry is carried out by the first user's 
mobile device (paragraph 0076). 

Regarding claims 7, and 22, Fraki, Lehikoinen, and Kabala disclose a 
method, and an arrangement according to claims 2, 17 as described above. 
Fraki also discloses in step (a) said enquiry is carried out by the service system 
at the prompting of the first user's mobile device, the service system identifying 
back to the first user's mobile device at least one device holding the data item 
where the enquiry identifies any such device (paragraphs 0077-0078). 

Regarding claims 13, and 28, Fraki, and Lehikoinen disclose a method, 
and an arrangement according to claims 1, and 16 as described above. Fraki, 
and Lehikoinen fail to disclose wherein multiple data items each with a respective 
associated location in said space are available from the service system, the 
method further comprising an on-going process in which said space is treated as 
divided into zones and, for each zone, the service system causes the mobile 
devices in the zone to load data items associated with locations in that zone 
beyond the normal needs of the devices whereby to increase the likelihood of 
step (a) being successfully effected from a mobile device in the same zone as 
the first-user's mobile device. 

In similar endeavor, Kabala discloses a portable locator system. Kabala 
further discloses wherein multiple data items each with a respective associated 
location in said space are available from the service system, the method further 
comprising an on-going process in which said space is treated as divided into 
zones and, for each zone, the service system causes the mobile devices in the 
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zone to load data items associated with locations in that zone beyond the normal 
needs of the devices whereby to increase the likelihood of step (a) being 
successfully effected from a mobile device in the same zone as the first-user's 
mobile device (col. 4, lines 11-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a step of divide into zones so that information 
needs to be retrieved is associated only with a particular location. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 8-12, 14, 23-27, and 29 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Wayne Cai whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7798. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday; 9:00-6:00; 
alternating Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the • 
examiner's supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 




Wayne Cai 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2681 




